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Name: Mihail Mîndra

Address: Bd. Timisoara 17B, Bl. 106B, Sc. B, et.10, ap.39, Sector 6, Bucharest, Romania

E-mail address: mihai_mindra@yahoo.com

Phone: 021413.61.12

Cell Phone: +40724826136

Date of Birth: December 3, 1951 
Affiliation: University of Bucharest, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, English Department; American Studies Center.
EDUCATION

M.A. in Hebrew Studies. University of Bucharest                                            2002

       Ph.D. in Comparative Literature, University of Bucharest                             1999

M.A. in  English and Romanian language and literature,                              

University of   Bucharest  Faculty of Foreign Languages,                                 1974

English Department.

Research Projects: 
“Cultures of Diasporas: 
The Margin and the 
Mainstream in 
Jewish-Romanian 
and Jewish-American 
Literatures”        

(financed by the 

Romanian government)

University of Bucharest         Oct. 2007 – Sept 2010

Research Period: Bodleian

Library, Oxford University    June, 2008– July, 2008

Research Period: Bodleian

Library, Oxford University    Febr.2008 – March, 2008
 Jewish American Research

Grant:  John F. Kennedy 

Institute for North 

American Studies, 

Freie Universität Berlin                   15.08.03- 30.9.03

Postdoctoral Fulbright Scholar    1.08.01-1.05.02

Brandeis University. U.S.A.
(Jewish American Culture)

Hebrew Studies Master Course,   1.08.00 - 15.06.02

University of Bucharest

“English Language Teaching          12.07.93-27.08.93

and British Cultural Studies 

Course” at the University of 

Warwick, Great Britain.

 “Teaching English as a Second         8.01.87-30.06.87

   Language in Israel” at the 

   Educational Center “Yad Eliahu,"

 “Tel Aviv, Israel.

POSITIONS HELD
Research Project Director, “Cultures 
of Diasporas: The Margin and the 
Mainstream in Jewish-Romanian 
and Jewish-American Literatures”        

(financed by the Romanian government)                                         2007 to 2010

Director of the Judaic Studies Program                                           2002 to 2006
(University of Bucharest)

Director of the “Ariel" Foreign Languages Center                          2000 to date

(University of Bucharest)

Associate Professor, University of Bucharest, Faculty                    1999 to date

of Foreign Languages, English Department and American

Studies Department

Assistant  Professor, University of Bucharest, Faculty                   1994 to 1999

of Foreign Languages, English Department and American

Studies Department

            Instructor, University of Bucharest, Faculty of Foreign 

Languages, English Department.                                                      1992 to 1994

            Teacher of English and American Literature in Israel:                    1984 -1992

            O.R.T. Herzelya High School; ‘Barak’ High School 

(Tel Aviv);‘Kfar Ganim’ Yeshiva (Petach Tikva); 

‘Bnei Akiva’ Yeshiva (Ra’anana); ‘Ariel’ College 

(Kdumim)

            Teacher of English and American Literature in Israel:                    1984 -1992

            O.R.T. Herzelya High School; ‘Barak’ High School 

(Tel Aviv);‘Kfar Ganim’ Yeshiva (Petach Tikva); 

‘Bnei Akiva’ Yeshiva (Ra’anana); ‘Ariel’ College 

(Kdumim)

Teacher of English in Romania, Bucharest                                        1974-1984

(High School # 8, The Open University), Teacher of 

Romanian and Interpreter(The American Embassy  

in Bucharest), Writer and Translator (“Secolul 20”)
COURSES TAUGHT

· American Literature: 1900 – 1945, 2006 to date
· 20th Century American Literature: A Historicist Approach, 2006 to date 
· Essentials of Jewish American History and Civilization, 2005

· Theories of American Literature, 2005

· The American Intellectual Tradition, 2005

· American Domesticity, American Realism and Naturalism, 2004

· An Introduction to Genesis, 2003

· Theory and Method in American Studies, 2003

· Aspects of Ethnicity, Spring, 2003

· Ethnicity and Assimilation in Jewish American Fiction  MasterAmerican Studies class, Fall, 2002 to date.
· American Civilization:  19th and 20th Century (LMA), Fall 2002

· 20th Century American Literature, Fall 2002

· “Reaganism and the American Novel in the 1980s”  American Studies M.A. class, 1998 to date

· “Ethnic Jewish American and Romanian Patterns in American and Romanian  Fiction” American Studies M.A. classes, 1998 to date

· “The Phenomenology of the Novel” English M.A.classes 1997 to date

· “Elements of History and Theory of the Novel” English M.A. classes 1996-1997

· “American Literature: Modernism and Postmodernisn”  4th year 1995  to date

· “American Literature: 1880-1940”  3rd year, 1994 to date

· “Nineteenth Century American Literature”  3rd year, Spring 1993-1994

· “Ethnicity and Myth”  4th year, Fall 1993-1994

PUBLICATIONS

1. Essays and studies:
“Re-storying Tradition as Bricolage: Judaic Lore and Jewish American Fiction” , in Herméneutique et bricolage. Territoires et frontières de la Tradition dans le judaïsme. Actes du colloque de Bucarest, 27-28 octobre 2006. Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt am Main, New York, Oxford, Wien: Peter Lang, 2008.

“Multiculturalism and the Literary Canon: American and Romanian Perceptions”, Români majoritari/ Români minoritari: Interferenţe şi coabitări lingvisitce, literare şi etnologice. Academia Română, Filiala Iaşi, Institutul de filologie ,,A. Philippide”, Iaşi: Editura Alfa, 2007. 
“Terms of Consent: Nineteenth Century German Jewry in the New World”. New/Old Worlds: Spaces of Transition. Bucuresti: Univers Enciclopedic, 2007 
La Roumanie et les Juifs. Pessimisme ou lucidité ? Cité, 29/2007, Presses Universitaire de France, 2007.

“Modernism and Fascism in American Letters: The Nashville Group” , University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies, Volume VIII, NO. 4, 2006.

“A Taste of Doom: Postmodern Deconstructions of Jewishness in Melvin Jules Bukiet’s 'After’”. University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies. Vol. VII, no. 3, 2005
“Holocaust and Holocaust-er. Gauging Evil, Comparing Notes.”: Our America: People, Places, Times. A Collection of Essays. Eds. Rodica Mihaila, Irina Grigorescu Pana. Bucuresti: Univers Enciclopedic, 2005. 

“A Hoax of Hate: Henry Ford and ‘The International Jew’”: British and American Studies, Timişoara: Editura Universitatii de Vest, Vol. XI, 2005, 79-88

“Storytelling as Tikun Ulam with Elie Wiesel and Art Spiegelman”: British and American Studies, Timişoara:Editura Universitatii de Vest, Vol. X, 2004, 217-222. 

"Anzia Yezierska’s Divided Self: An Ambiguous Construct": Studia Hebraica, University of Bucharest, 1/2002

“Assimilation as Simulation: Mary Antin’s Promised Land”: University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary Studies. Vol.III, Number 12, 2001

“Felix Aderca: Jewishness and Modernism”: Studia Hebraica, 1/2001, Universitatea din Bucuresti

“Ethnicity as Otherness: Jewish-Romanian/American Literary Discourses” – Transatlantic Connections, Editura Integral, Bucuresti, 2000

“Translating the Novel Quest into Heideggerese” - University of Bucharest Review, Vol. II, Nr.7, 2000

“Ion Bogdan Lefter, A Guide to Romanian Literature. Novels, Experiment and the Post-communist Book Industry.”- New International Journal of Romanian Studies. No.1-2/1999 

“Rewriting Dasein’s Adventure”- University of Bucharest Review, Vol.I, Nr.4, 1999

“The Phenomenology of American Romance. Fenimore Cooper’s Homelessness Redempted: The Leather-Stocking Tales”-University of Bucharest Review, Vol.I, Nr.3, 1999

“Instances and Degrees of ‘Being’ in the American Novel-British and American Studies, Ovidius University Press, Constanţa, 1999

“Home as Fatherland and the Holy Father with Defoe and Melville” - Analele Universitãtii Bucharest, Limbi si literaturi strãine, XLVII, 1998

“An Objective Presentation of North American Culture: Lewis Perry’s ‘Intellectual Life in America’-Hyperion University Press, XXI, Bucharest, 1998

“The Spectral Self in Babel: the Dangers of Dispossession in Paul Auster’s    Discourse” (The New York Trilogy)-Analele Universitãtii Bucharest, Limbi si literaturi strãine, XLVI, 1997

“Storying Being in the Holy Grail Cycle”- Analele Universitãtii Bucharest, Limbi si literaturi strãine, XLIV, 1995

“Walker Percy, the Existentialist”- Secolul 20, 267-269, 3-5, Bucharest, 1983

“Bernard Malamud, an Apologist for Sufferance”- Revista Cultului Mozaic, nr.523, February, XXVI, Bucharest, 1983

“Henry Miller: the Debates”- Secolul 20, 240-241-242, 1-2-3, Bucharest, 1981

“Saul Bellow’s Novel in the Context of European Thought: A Greek World”-Synthesis, VII, 1980, Bucharest, Romanian Academy Press

“Art and The Future”- Secolul 20, 234-236, 7-8-9, Bucharest, 1980

“A New Approach to Nabokov”- Secolul 20, 228-229-230, 1,2,3, Bucharest, 1980

“Saul Bellow: Humboldt’s Gift- Caiet nr. 49, Bucharest, 1979-1980

 “Meeting Saul Bellow”- Caiet, nr.46, Bucharest, 1979-1980

“The Go-Between with Dickens and Dostoievski”- Studii de Literatura  Universala, XIX, Editura Academiei, Bucharest, 1976

2. Books:

Strategists of Assimilation: Abraham Cahan, Mary Antin, Anzia Yezierska.- Bucharest: The Romanian Academy Publishing House. 2003

The Phenomenology of the Novel - Iasi: Institutul European. 2002

The Avatars of the Problematic Hero: from Myth to Anti-novel- Bucharest: University of Bucharest Publishing House. 1999

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

· Conducted seminars and workshops on American culture and civilization within the framework of the American Studies department.

· Supervised M.A. theses on American and Jewish-American culture and civilization.

· Founded and organized the "Ariel" Foreign Languages Center, University of Bucharest.

· Founded and organized the BA Judaic Studies Program at the Faculty of Foreign Languages., University of Bucharest.
CONFERENCE PAPERS:

“Narrative Constructs and Border: Transgressions in the American Holocaust Novel,” The Novel and Its Borders, The Centre for The Novel in association with the AHRC Centre fro Irish and Scottish Studies, University of Aberdeen, 8-10 July, 2008
“Post-communist Identity in the Diaspora: A Success Story Of Ideological Colonization,” 1st Global Conference: Diasporas. Exploring Critical Issues, Mansfield College, Oxford, 5-7 July 2008.

“American Ethnic Stereotypes in Bernard Malamud’s Fiction,” American Literature Association 19th Annual Conference, San Francisco, May 22-25, 2008.

“Multiculturalism and Literary Canon: American and Romanian Perceptions,” Roundtable: Mainstream and Minority Literatures in Romanian Culture and Literature. University of Bucharest, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, March 28, 2008.

“Delving into the Kernel: Teaching Bernard Malamud in Post-Communist Romania,” Le noyau culturel/The Cultural Kernel, Université de Reims, March 14 – 15, 2008. 

“Multiculturalism and the Literary Canon: Romanian and American Perceptions,” International Symposium, Academia Română, Filiala Iaşi, Institutul de filologie Română ,,A. Philippide” ,,Români majoritari/Români minoritari: interferenţe şi coabitări lingvistice, literare, etnologice “, Iaşi, 19-21 septembrie, 2007. 
“Exile and Ethnic Identity in Norman Manea’s Work,” The Society for Romanian Studies. Fifth International Congress on Romanian Studies, Constanta, June 25 – 28, 2007
“Exiles of the Ethnic Mind in Norman Manea’s The Hooligan’s Return,” The Annual Conference of the English Department, University of Bucharest: “Alterity and Identity: Geographies of the Mind”, 31 May-2 June, 2007
“Jews in America: Narratives of Ethnic Identity and Tradition,” Herméneutique et bricolage : territoires et frontières de la tradition dans le judaïsme. Colloque international organisé par l’Institut d’Études Orientales Sergiu Al-George , Bucarest 27-28 octobre 2006

“Modernism and Fascism in American Letters: the Nashville Group,” Annual Conference of the English Department University of Bucharest: “Modernity: The Crisis of Value and Judgment”, 2-4 June, 2006

“Terms of Consent: Nineteenth Century German Jewry in the New World,” A RAAS Fulbright Conference: “New/Old Worlds. Spaces of Transition. The Center for American Studies. University of Bucharest, 2-3 February, 2006 

  “A Taste of Doom: Postmodern Deconstructions of Jewishness in Melvin Jules Bukiet’s ‘After’,” Annual Conference of the English Department University of Bucharest, 2-4 June, 2005

“Jewish-American Holocaust Memory: Uses and Abuses,” British and American Studies Conference, University of the West, Timisoara, May 19-20, 2005

“A Hoax of Hate: Henry Ford and the ‘International Jew,” British and American Studies Conference, University of the West, Timisoara, May 13-15, 2004.

“Holocaust and Holocaust-er. Gauging Evil, Comparing Notes: Birkenau vs. Transnistria,” The RAAS – Fulbright Conference: Bucharest 5.02 – 6.02. 2004.

“Storytelling as Tikun Ulam with Elie Wiesel and Art Spiegelman,” British and American Studies Conference at the University of the West, Timisoara, May 15-17, 2003.

“Strategies of Assimilation,” Bucharest University: Annual Conference of the English Department. Bucharest. June 6, 2002

“Felix Aderca: Jewishness and Modernism,” Bucharest University, The Hebrew Studies Center “Goldstein Goren”, International Seminar “Judaism as part of European Civilization: 2000 Years of  Relationships”, 22-23 April, 2001.

“Ethnicity as Otherness: Jewish-Romanian and American Literary Discourses,” The 2000 Annual Fulbright Conference, Bucharest, February 10-11, 2000

“An Englishman’s House is his Castle & the City Upon a Hump: Rewriting Homelessness with Defoe and Melville,” The Yearly English Department Conference, Bucharest, June 4, 1999

“The ‘Assembly Line Fiction’ Alternative: Contemporary North-American Fiction of the Mundane Self,” The Yearly Conference of the English Department, University of Bucharest, June 5, 1998.

“The Spectral Self in Babel: The Dangers of Dispossession in Paul Auster’s The New York Trilogy,” The English Department Yearly Conference, University of Bucharest Bucharest, June 10, 1997.

“Instances and Degrees of Being in the American Novel,” The Biennial Conference of the Romanian Association of British and American Studies, Constanta, May 30, 1996

“The Ethnic Voice of Being in the American Novel,” The Yearly English Department Conference on “The Discourse of the Ethnic Self," University of Bucharest, May 17, 1996.

“Teaching Literature in the Classroom: Applying Archetypal Criticism,” Sinaia Seminar on ”Literature, Teaching and Democracy” organized by The British Council, Sept. 20, 1993

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
· The Association for Jewish Studies, Member
· The European Society for the Study of English, Member.
· The Modern Language Association, Member
· The Romanian Society for English Academic Studies, Member.

· The Romanian Association for American Studies, Founding Member

