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Dr Maria-Sabina Draga Alexandru





Associate Professor

University of Bucharest

Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Department of English

Str Pitar Mos 7-13, 010451

Bucharest 1, Romania

Email: msdalexuk@yahoo.co.uk
EDUCATION

PhD, University of East Anglia, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, School of Literature and 

Creative Writing.  PhD dissertation: Estrangement and Return Performances in 

Contemporary Indian Fiction in English, supervised by Prof. Ralph Yarrow and Prof. John Thieme, funded by the Overseas Resource Scheme and a scholarship from the School of English and American Studies, University of East Anglia, Norwich (2007).

PhD, University of Bucharest, Faculty of Philosophy, Bucharest, Romania, 

PhD dissertation on cultural theory and aesthetics, with reference to contemporary fictions in English, entitled The Postmodern Condition: Towards an Aesthetic of Cultural Identities, supervised by Prof Ion Ianosi (2000).

October 1997 – July 1998: University of Oxford, Hertford College

Postgraduate research as a visiting student, with a focus on postcolonial literatures – issues of identity construction (recipient of a Soros-FCO Chevening scholarship).

October 1994 – July 1995: MA, University of Bucharest, Faculty of Foreign Languages and

Literatures, Department of Literatures in English.  Thesis title: D.H. Lawrence: Mythical versus Rational Discourse (graded 10 out of maximum 10).

October 1990 – July 1994: BA, University of Bucharest, Faculty of Foreign Languages and 

Literatures, Department of English and Romanian, Bucharest, Romania, with the average grade 9.99.  BA Paper title: Passion/Power in D.H. Lawrence’s Novels. A Feminist Approach (graded 10).

MAIN TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS
The performance of ethnicity, race, gender and (migrant) postcolonial cultural identities in contemporary (particularly Indian) fiction in English; African American Studies; recasting postcolonial theory within the context of American Studies (diasporic cultures) and of contemporary Eastern European cultures and literatures (with a main focus on Romania).

TEACHING  AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

October 1994 – present:  Assistant Professor of 20th-century British and American
Studies, University of Bucharest, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, 
Department of English, Str. Pitar Mos 7-13, sector 1, 010451, Bucharest, ROMANIA.           

Teaching:  
Representations of African Americans in Mass Media, Popular Culture and Literature, American Studies MA program, spring, 2004-present.

Postcolonial Inscribings: Indian Identities, British Studies MA program, spring, 2004-present.
Postmodernism: Theory and Practice in American Culture, American Studies MA course, fall 2001.

Ethnic American Literatures, 3rd year undergraduate American Studies course, fall 2008.
Postmodernism in American Culture, 3rd year undergraduate American Studies course, spring 2008.

Contemporary South Asian Diaspora Fiction in the United States, special course for 3rd and 4th year English undergraduates, fall 2007.
Non-WASP America: Identity Performance in Post-War African American and Ethnic American Fiction, special course for 4th year undergraduates, spring semester 2006, 2007.

African American Literature in Context, survey course for 3rd year American Studies undergraduates, spring 2007.

Introduction to African American Studies, survey course for 1st year American Studies undergraduates, spring 2004, 2005.

Introduction to 20th century American Studies, survey course for 3rd year English undergraduates, autumn 1998, 1999, 2001, 2006.

Ethnicity, Race and Gender in Contemporary American Fiction,
special course for 4th year English undergraduates, fall 1999.

Early and 19th century American Literature, seminars for 2nd year students of English, fall 1994-1997.


Introduction to 20th century British Literature, survey course for 3rd year students of English, Catholic Theological Institute, Bucharest, spring 1995 and 1996.
English as a Foreign Language, practical course for 2nd, 3rd and 4th year students, 1994-2008.


I have supervised six MA dissertations and twenty BA dissertations so far.
October 2000 – February 2007: Associate Tutor, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, School of

Literature and Creative Writing, University of East Anglia, Norwich, NR4 7TJ, UK.
Teaching: 
New Writings in English, 2nd and 3rd level course on postcolonialism and recent fiction in English, fall 2003.

Introduction to Cultural Studies, special course for 1st level English undergraduates, fall 2006.

The American Self, lectures and seminars as part of a 1st level 20th century American fiction course, spring 2001 and 2002. 

Imagining America, lectures and seminars as part of a 1st level introductory course to early American literature, fall 2003 and 2005)

Concepts in Literary Study, 1st level introductory course to literary theory, spring 2002.

Literature in History, one-year 1st level course on the history of English literature within a historical context, fall 2000 and 2003 and spring 2001, 2003, 2004).

Introduction to American Studies, seminars as part of a 1st level course, spring 2004.

Film and Adaptation (Bridget Jones’s Diary), HESS (Higher Education Summer School), University of East Anglia, July 2002 and 2003.

October 2004 – present: Editorial Assistant for the Journal of Commonwealth Literature,
edited by Professor John Thieme, published by Sage Publications.

Reader for the Journal of Commonwealth Literature (4 articles, 2005-2009).

October 2007-September 2010: member of a research team doing a project entitled The Romanian Cultural Space in Transatlantic Perspective: From Post-Communism to Post-Accession (director Prof. Rodica Mihaila), funded by a grant from the Romanian Council for Scientific Research in Higher Education (CNCSIS)

RESEARCH  AND  TRAINING  STAGES,  SUMMER  SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS 

Translators’ Residence Program at the Autonomous University of Barcelona, Catalonia,

Spain, funded by the Institut Ramon Llull, Barcelona (September 10 - October 20, 2007).
Regional Seminar on Gender Studies and European Studies, organized by Euro Balkan 

Institute Skopje – biannual sessions in Skopje and Ohrid, June 2004-February 2007. Part of a research team working on “The Question of Europeanism: Changes in Gender Representations in the Media in Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary in the light of EU Accession”.  

Regional Seminar on Gender and Culture, Central European University, Budapest, October

1999 – October 2000; contributed with a paper entitled Our Lyrical Fictions: Shaping the Self in Contemporary Romanian Women’s Poetry (2nd meeting) (funded by the Program on Gender and Culture, Central European University, Budapest).
Research Stage on the topic Representations of the Female Self in Surrealist and 

Postmodern Catalan Art, as a recipient of a Borsa d’Estudi Generalitat de Catalunya, awarded by the Institute of Catalan Studies, Barcelona, Spain (August 3 –November 30, 1999).

Doctoral Support Student, Central European University, Program on Gender and Culture, 

Budapest, Hungary (March 1 –July 30, 1999), as a holder of an Open Society  Foundation scholarship.

The British Council Seminar Gender and Democratisation: International Perspectives, 

University of Warwick, April 13-19, 1997, funded by the British Council.
Training seminar entitled “Training of Trainers”, within the “Gender Capacity 

Building in Romania” program, organized by the UN Development Program 

Women in Development, Romania and run by Cathy Gaynor and Mary Jennings, 

Bucharest, March 8-17, 1996 (Certificate of Attendance).

Curriculum Research in Gender Studies, at the Curriculum Resource Center, CEU, 

Budapest, November 13-18, 1995 – recipient of an Open Society Institute grant.

Summer school in Swedish Language, Culture and Civilisation, Birka University, 

Oestersund, organised and funded by the Swedish Institute, July 11-August 6, 1994.

Summer school in Catalan Language, Literature and Civilisation, Barcelona, Spain, 

September 1993, funded by Fundació Congrés de Cultura Catalana, Barcelona.

Scottish Universities’ International Summer School in English Literature: Britain in 

Context: Studies in Literature, History, Culture 1900-1992, organized at the University of Edinburgh, UK, July 6-August 14, 1992 (Certificate of Attendance) – recipient of a combined SUISS and Soros scholarship.

OTHER  QUALIFICATIONS AND SKILLS

Project Management Training course for Academics, University of Bucharest, April 11-


15, 2006 (Certificate of Attendance).

Developing Teaching Skills for Postgraduate Students, University of East Anglia,
October 2000 – January 2001 (Certificate of Attendance).
Ability to use major software package and PC informational systems, drawing and design in Word, basic web design, IT and web-mediated teaching skills (Blackboard).

OTHER  ACTIVITIES

December 27-30, 2008: Organizer of a panel entitled The Dialogue between Eastern Europe
and the US via the Internet on behalf of the Romanian Studies Association of 
America, as part of the Annual Convention of the MLA, San Francisco. 
June 5-7, 2008: Co-organizer of the Annual Conference of the English Department, Writing 

the Self: Modes of Self-Portrayal in the Cultural Text, University of Bucharest, 

Bucharest, Romania.

May 22-24, 2008: Co-organizer of the biennial RAAS-Fulbright Conference, University of 


Bucharest, Bucharest, Romania.  
January 2008: Co-editor for the University of Bucharest Review, Bucharest, Romania.
December 6-9, 2007: Organizer of a panel entitled Women’s Performances in Transnational 


Migration, as part of the Knowledge, Culture and the Transformation of Societies, 


organized by INST, Vienna.

1 February – 19 June 2002: Co-organizer of the Postgraduate Literature Seminar Series, 

School of English and American Studies, University of East Anglia, Norwich.

October 1995 – February 2000: Editor of Bulletin-G, issued by Gender – Centre for Feminist 

Studies, Bucharest.

October 1995 – May 1996: Co-trainer in a series of three PHARE-financed workshops

with women NGOs, University of Bucharest, Gender – Centre for Feminist Studies, with Prof Madalina Nicolaescu. 

October 1993-February 2000, temporary part-time jobs:

Written translating: fiction, musicology, technical and law terminology.

Conference interpreting (English, Spanish, Catalan into Romanian and Romanian into English, Spanish, Catalan).

LANGUAGES

Romanian (native language), English (fluent), Spanish (fluent), Catalan (fluent), French (fluent), Italian (average), Swedish (basic), German (basic).

MEMBERSHIP: 

Modern Language Association (since November 2003)

Romanian Studies Association of America (since December 2006)

American Comparative Literature Association (since November 2003)

British Association for Slavonic and Eastern European Studies (since March 2002)

Midwest Modern Language Association (since March 2006)

Romanian Society for American Studies (founding member, since January 2000)

Ambit d’Investigació i Difusió Maria Corral, Barcelona, Spain (since October 1995)

Gender – Centre for Feminist Studies, Bucharest, Romania (founding member, since June 1994)

PUBLICATIONS AND CONFERENCE PAPERS

Books

Identity Performance in Contemporary Non-WASP American Fiction, Bucharest: The University of Bucharest Press, 2008.

Conditia postmoderna: spre o estetica a identitatilor culturale (The Postmodern Condition: Towards an Aesthetic of Cultural Identities), Bucharest: The University of Bucharest Press, 2003.

Women’s Voices in Post-Communist Eastern Europe, collection with international contributions, co-edited with Prof Madalina Nicolaescu (University of Bucharest) and Helen Smith (University of East Anglia): Volume I, Rewriting Histories, Bucharest: University of Bucharest Press, 2005; Volume II, Bodies and Representations, Bucharest: University of Bucharest Press, 2006.  Reviewed by Lenka Pánková (University of Pittsburgh) in Comparative Literature Studies, 45.2, 2008, pp. 261-263.

Refereed articles in ISI journals
‘Performance, Performativity and Nomadism in Vikram Chandra’s Red Earth and Pouring Rain’, Comparative Literature Studies 45.1, 2008, pp. 23-39, ISSN 0010-4132. 
‘Alternatives to the Novel Form: Oral Storytelling and Internet Patterns in Vikram Chandra’s Red Earth and Pouring Rain’, Journal of Commonwealth Literature 43:3 (forthcoming September 2008), ISSN: 0021-9894.

Refereed articles in journals and collective volumes:

‘Music and Memory in Vikram Seth’s An Equal Music’ (forthcoming 2009 in a collective volume entitled Music and Memory, edited by Dragoslav Momcilovic, Cambridge Scholars Press).
‘Inhabiting Alterity: The Americanness of Female Protagonists in Jhumpa Lahiri’s Narratives of Dislocation/Relocation’, University of Bucharest Review: A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies, vol.IX Identity and Alterity: Geographies of the Mind, no. 1, 2007, pp. 87-93, ISSN: 1454-9328.
‘Changes and Challenges in Gender Stereotypes in Romanian TV Shows and Publicity in the Light of EU Accession’, Identities: Journal for Politics, Gender and Culture, 6:1, Winter 2007, pp. 101-122, ISSN: 1409-9268.
‘Towards a Politics of the Small Things: Arundhati Roy and the Decentralisation of Authorship’, in Authorship in Context, eds. Kyriaki Hadjiafxendi and Polina Mackay, London: Palgrave, 2007, pp. 163-181, ISBN: 1403949018.

‘Bodies and History in Ruxandra Cesereanu’s The Woman Crusader’, Euresis: Cahiers roumains d’études littéraires, Bucharest: Univers Publishing House, March 2007, pp. 183-194, ISSN: 1223-1193.
‘Black Modernity and Toni Morrison’s Rhetoric of (Absent) Love’, University of Bucharest Review: A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies, vol. VIII Modernity: The Crisis of Value and Judgement, no. 4, 2006, pp. 137-142, ISSN: 1454-9328.
‘“Emperors of the Realm of Taste”: Rasa Aesthetics in Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children and Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things’, University of Bucharest Review: A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies, vol. VII, A Matter of Taste, no. 4, 2005, pp. 92-97, ISSN: 1454-9328.
‘“Out of a Swan’s Egg”:  Metamorphosis in H. C. Andersen’s Tales and The Fairy Tale of My Life’, in Hans Christian Andersen: Between Children's Literature and Adult Literature, eds. Johan de Mylius, Aage Jørgensen and Viggo Hjørnager Pedersen (eds.), Odense: The Hans Christian Andersen Center, University Press of Southern Denmark, pp. 101-118, ISBN: 978 87 7674 256 0.

‘Writing the Unspoken: Exclusion and Arundhati Roy’s Écriture Féminine in The God of Small Things’, University of Bucharest Review: A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies, vol. VI, The Secret and the Known, No. 4, 2004, pp. 98-108, ISSN: 1454-9328.

‘Staging Memory: The RSC “Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children’”, University of Bucharest Review: A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies, vol. V, Sites of Memory, No. 4, 2003, pp. 121-132, ISSN: 1454-9328.
‘Beyond East/West on Salman Rushdie’s Sea of Stories: Storying the Fatwa’, University of Bucharest Review: A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies, vol. IV, Orientalism and Occidentalism, no. 3-4, Department of English, University of Bucharest, 2002, pp. 99-104, ISSN: 1454-9328.

‘Concentric Personal Histories: Simona Popescu's Exuvial Selves’, in Atmina Kulturvesturisca Koteksta: Startutiskas Konferences Materiali, Daugavpils Universitate Humanitara Facultate Latviesu Literaturas Katedra, 2002, pp. 36-46, ISBN: 9984-14-172-1.
‘Constructing the Female Self in the Migrant Postcolonial Discourse’, in Crossing Boundaries, eds. Julie Scanlon and Amy Waste, Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2001, pp. 121-129, ISBN: 1-84127-232-9.
‘Black / White Masks: Performing the Imaginary Negro in Contemporary American Culture’, Transatlantic Connections: Essays in Cultural Relocation, eds. Rodica Mihaila and Irina Grigorescu Pana, Bucharest: Integral, 2001, pp. 41-48.

‘East versus West: The Fiction of the Chinese Self in Timothy Mo’s Sour Sweet and in Maxine Hong Kingston’s The Woman Warrior’, Proceedings of International Conference Iasi: From Margin to Centre, October 31 – November 2, 1996, Iasi: Universitas XXI, 2000, pp. 220-224.

‘Exiles from Power: Marginality and the Female Self in Postcommunist and Postcolonial Spaces’, in The European Journal of Women’s Studies, special issue: Women in Transit, 7:3, August 2000.

‘Postcolonial Identity and the Theatricality of Postmodern Self in Hanif Kureishi’s The Buddha of Suburbia’, British and American Studies: The Third Biennial Conference of R.S.E.A.S., Constanta: Ovidius University Press, 1999.

‘A.S. Byatt: Possessing History’, University of Bucharest Review: A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies, vol. I, no. 3 (Refractions of the Past), Department of English, University of Bucharest, 1999, pp. 99-104.

‘Searching for Roots: Surrealist Dimensions of Postmodern Fiction’, paper presented in the II Seminar on Postmodernism: Those Were the Days?, University of Sevilla, 21-23 October, 1999, Philologia Hispalensis vol. XIII/2, 1999, pp. 125-130.

‘Contrastive Values in Hans Christian Andersen’s Fantastic Stories’, paper presented in the Hans Christian Andersen Conference organised by the Hans Christian Andersen Centre, University of Odense, Denmark, 28 July-3 August 1996, published in Hans Christian Andersen: A Poet in Time, ed. Johan de Mylius et. al., Odense: Odense University Press, 1999, pp. 437-449.

‘Narrating the Female Self in Postcolonial Discourse’, paper presented at the Conference of British and American Studies, West University, Timisoara, 22-24 May, 1997, published in B.A.S. – Journal of British and American Studies, Timisoara, Romania, 1998.

‘Postmodernism, Commodification and the Cultural Canon’, in Euresis: Cahiers roumains d’études littéraires, 1997, Bucharest: Univers Publishing House.
‘D.H. Lawrence: Language in between Mythos and Logos’, paper presented in the Spring Session on British and American Studies, Department of English, Bucharest, 30 June, 1995, Bucharest: Analele Universitatii Bucuresti, 1995.

Introductory Studies   

‘Intre Elizabeth Bennet si Ally McBeal?  Despre ‘eternul feminin’ in Jurnalul lui Bridget Jones’ (‘Between Elizabeth Bennet and Ally McBeal?  On the ‘Eternal Feminine’ in Bridget Jones’s Diary’), introductory study to the Romanian translation of Bridget Jones’ Diary by Helen Fielding, Iasi: Polirom, 2003 (also http://atelier.liternet.ro/articol.php?art=444 ).

‘Michael Ondaatje: Obsesia lui Anil si intoarcerea in Sri Lanka’ (‘Michael Ondaatje: Anil’s Ghost and the Return to Sri Lanka’), introductory study to the Romanian translation of Anil’s Ghost by Michael Ondaatje, Iasi: Polirom, 2002.

‘Jocuri pe harta Angliei: Anglia, Anglia de Julian Barnes’ (‘Games on England’s Map: England, England by Julian Barnes’), introductory study to the Romanian translation of England, England by Julian Barnes, Iasi: Polirom, 2002.

‘Intre Pakistan si Peccavistan:  Sufiya Zinobia si rusinea istoriei’ (‘Between Pakistan and Peccavistan: Sufiya Zinobia and the Shame of History’), introductory study to the Romanian translation of Shame (Rusinea) by Salman Rushdie, Iasi: Polirom, 2001.

‘Scheherazada, realismul magic si metamorfozele dublului’ (‘Scheherazade, Magic Realism and the Metamorphoses of the Double’), introductory study to the Romanian translation of Midnight’s Children (Copiii din miez de noapte) by Salman Rushdie, Bucharest: Univers, 2000.

‘Graham Swift: Postmodernism si naratiuni alternative’ (‘Graham Swift: Postmodernism and Alternative Narratives’), introductory study to the Romanian translation of Last Orders (Ultima comanda) by Graham Swift, Bucharest: Univers, 1999. 

‘Istorii colective/memorii individuale: Amintirea palida a muntilor si drumul spre Anglia’ (‘Collective Histories / Individual Memories: A Pale View of Hills and the Passage to England’), introductory study to the Romanian translation of A Pale View of Hills by Kazuo Ishiguro, Bucharest: Univers Enciclopedic Publishing House, 1998.

‘A.S. Byatt: vizual, narativ si mistic intr-un postmodernism victorian’ (‘A.S. Byatt: Visual, Narrative and Mystical Dimensions in a Victorian Postmodernism’), introductory study to the Romanian translation of Angels and Insects by A.S. Byatt, Bucharest: Univers Enciclopedic Publishing House, 1998.

Interviews
‘Virtual Reality on Infinite Bandwidth: Vikram Chandra in conversation with Maria-Sabina Alexandru, Washington DC, 4 September 2003’, The Journal of Commonwealth Literature, 40(2), 2005, pp. 5-22.

Conference Papers and Talks
‘From the Subaltern to the Female Nomad in Narratives of Transnational Migration by Jhumpa Lahiri and Monica Ali’, paper presented in Women’s Performances in Transnational Migration, special session I organized as part of the ‘Knowledge, Creativity and the Transformation of Societies’ conference, INST, Vienna, Austria, 6-10 December 2007 (forthcoming 2008 online and in hard cover format, together with section report).

‘Translations of Catalan Literature into Romanian’, presentation made as an invited speaker at the Faculty of Translation and Interpretation, Autonomous University of Barcelona, October 17, 2008.

‘Fictions of History: Subaltern Traces in William Dalrymple’s The Last Mughal’, the ‘1857’ conference organised by SARI, Université Paris XII Créteil (13-14 September 2007).

‘Love as Reclamation in Toni Morrison’s African American Rhetoric’, the ‘Race, Memory and Reclamation’ conference, University of East Anglia, 7-9 September 2007.

‘Identity at Play: Performances of Postcolonial London from Hanif Kureishi to Zadie Smith’, the ‘Literary London’ conference, University of Westminster, 19-20 July, 2007.
‘Changes and Challenges in Gender Stereotypes in Romanian TV Shows and Publicity in the Light of EU Accession’, as part of the project ‘Questions of Europeanism’ in the final session (20-25 febr. 2007) of the Regional Seminar in Gender/Women’s Studies and European Studies, Euro-Balkan Institute, Skopje si Ohrid, Macedonia, 2004-2006.

‘Performance, Performativity and Nomadism in Vikram Chandra’s Red Earth and Pouring Rain’, the Modern Language Association Convention, Philadelphia, 27-30 December 2006.
‘Romancing the Classics: Love and Music in Vikram Seth’s An Equal Music’, the Midwest Modern Language Association Convention, Chicago, 9-13 November 2006.
‘Textualities outside the Text: The Music of Plural London in Vikram Seth’s An Equal Music’, the ‘Teaching London’ Conference, University of London and University of Westminster, 3-4 November 2006.
‘Alchemic Love: Toni Morrison’s African American Rhetoric of Absence’, ‘Modernity: The Crisis of Value and Judgement’, The Annual Conference of the English Department, University of Bucharest, Bucharest, 1-3 June 2006.

‘Salman Rushdie’s America: Cities and Power in The Ground Beneath Her Feet, Fury and Shalimar the Clown’, the 16th Conference on British and American Studies, University of Timisoara, Timisoara, 18-20 May 2006.

‘Nomadic Locations and Salman Rushdie’s Criticism of Power’, the Annual Convention of the American Comparative Literature Association ‘The Human and Its Others’, University of Princeton, 24-26 March 2006. 

‘“Out of a Swan’s Egg”:  Metamorphosis in H. C. Andersen’s Tales and The Fairy Tale of My Life’, plenary lecture presented at the international conference Hans Christian Andersen between children's literature and adult literature, University of Southern Denmark, Odense, 1-5 August 2005.

‘“Emperors of the Realm of Taste”: Rasa Aesthetics in Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children and Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things’, the A Matter of Taste Conference, Department of English, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Bucharest, 2-4 June, 2005.
‘Writing the Unspoken: Exclusion and the Ecriture Feminine in Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things’, the The Secret and the Known Conference, Department of English, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Bucharest, 3-5 June, 2004.
‘Salman Rushdie’s Cities:  Urban Settings for Identity Performance’, the ‘Connecting Cultures’ conference, KIASH, University of Kent at Canterbury, 2-4 April, 2004.
‘Ian McEwan’s Theatre of Envy: Amsterdam’, the Perspectives on Ian McEwan Conference, University of East Anglia, Norwich, 15 November, 2003.

‘Staging Memory: The RSC “Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children”’, the Sites of Memory Conference, Department of English, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Bucharest, 5-7 June, 2003.
‘Performing East/West, History/Myth Borders: Peter Brook’s Mahabharata and Girish Karnad’s The Fire and the Rain’, the Annual Conference of the American Comparative Literature Association, California State University at San Marcos, 4-6 April 2003.

‘Mapping the Female Self in Ruxandra Cesereanu’s Poetry’, the Annual Conference of the British Association for Slavonic and Eastern European Studies, Fitzwilliam College Cambridge, 6-8 April 2002.

‘Salman Rushdie’s Sea of Stories: Storying the Fatwa’, the New Visions: The Writer in Literature and Criticism Conference, University of East Anglia, Norwich, 9 Feb. 2002.

‘The Black Outsider between Chicago and Paris: French Existentialism in Richard Wright’s Fiction’, the Americans in Paris, Paris in Americans Conference, organised by the European Studies Research Institute, University of Salford and Manchester Metropolitan University, Mona Bismark Foundation, Paris, 23-25 July 2001.

‘At War with Sex and Conventions: Ruxandra Cesereanu’s Woman Crusader’, the Sexualities in Transition Conference, organised by the University of Zagreb and California State University, Northridge, Dubrovnik, 12-16 June 2001.

‘Performances of Storytelling in Peter Brook’s Mahabharata and Girish Karnad’s The Fire and the Rain’, the Performance of Place Conference, University of Birmingham, Birmingham, U.K., 26-27 May 2001.

‘Falling from High Heavens onto the Shores of England: Theatricalised Religion and the Performance of Britishness in Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses’, the Global Textports Conference, Liverpool Hope University College, Liverpool, U.K., 18-20 April 2001.

‘Stylistic Pastiche and Diachronic Translation in Thomas Pynchon’s Mason and Dixon’, the Translation as Quest Conference, Department of English, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Bucharest, 2-3 June, 2000.
‘Our Lyrical Fictions: Shaping the Self in Contemporary Romanian Women’s Poetry’, the second session of the Regional Seminar on Gender and Culture, Central European University, 3-5 March 2000.

‘Beyond the English Department: Translating Gender into Everyday Language’, the Thinking about the Future in a Gendered Perspective conference, Central European University, Budapest, May 1999.

‘Exilic Homelands: Narrating the Migrant Postcolonial Self’, the Postmodern Politics conference, University of Edinburgh, 6-7 March 1998.

‘Pre-Oedipal Drives and Identity Formation in D.H. Lawrence’s Novels’, the Spring Session on British and American Studies, Department of English, Bucharest, 27-28 May 1994.

Articles and Book Reviews

Author entry on Vikram Chandra, the Blackwell Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century World Fiction, ed. John Ball, to be published by Blackwell, 2010.

‘Traversand Canalul Manecii, sau despre francofilia lui Julian Barnes’, Observator cultural No. 107, special issue on Julian Barnes, 22-28 March, 2007, p. 16.                                                                                    

Author entries on Peter Carey, J.M. Coetzee and Salman Rushdie, in The Essentials of Modern Literature in English, eds. Ian Mackean and Stephen Colbourn, London: Hodder Arnold, 2005, pp. 26-28, 33-35, 134-136.

‘Booker Prize 2000: Trei surori din Canada’ (‘Booker Prize 2000: Three Sisters of Canada’), review published in Romania literara, No. 8/2001, Bucharest, Romania .

‘J.M Coetzee’s Disgrace’, review published in Romania literara, No. 49/2000, Bucharest, Romania.
‘Lumea ca poezie: Joan Brossa’ (‘The World as Poetry: Joan Brossa’), article in Romania literara, No. 33/2000, Bucharest, Romania.

‘Booker Prize 1998: Amsterdam de Ian McEwan’ (‘Booker Prize 1998: Amsterdam by Ian McEwan’), Romania literara, No. 16/1999, 21 April 1999, Bucharest, Romania.

‘Carnavalesc si cultura de masa’ (‘Carnivalesque and Mass Culture’), Romania literara, No. 6/1999, 17 Feb. 1999, Bucharest, Romania.

‘Intre patrie si exil’ (‘Between Homeland and Exile’), article published in Romania literara, No. 43/1998, 30 Oct.1998, Bucharest, Romania.

‘Despre lucrurile marunte din India’ (‘On Small Things in India: Arundhati Roy’), article published in Romania literara, No. 39/1998, 1 Oct. 1998, Bucharest, Romania.
‘Londra: Festivalul International de Mima’ (‘London: The International Mime Festival’), article published in Romania literara, No. 8/1998, 6 March, 1998, Bucharest, Romania, p.21.
‘Lumi vechi / lumi noi: romanul autoreflexiv si identitati postmoderne americane’ (‘Old Worlds/New Worlds: The Self-Reflexive Novel and Postmodern American Identities’), Romania literara, No 50/ 1997, 19 Dec. 1997, Bucharest, Romania.

‘Salvador Dali, Catalonia si suprarealismul’ (‘Salvador Dali, Catalonia and Surrealism’), article published in Cotidianul, the literary supplement (Litere, arte si idei), 30 November, 1994.

Literary Translations

Firul de argint (El fil de plata) by Lluis-Anton Baulenas, translation from Catalan (to be published by the Meronia Publishing House, Bucharest, 2009).

Manuscrisul celei de a doua origini (Mecanoscrit del segon origen) by Manuel de Pedrolo, translation from Catalan with Xavier Montoliu-Pauli (Bucharest: Meronia, 2000).

Pamantul apelor (Waterland) by Graham Swift, translation from English with Cristina Poenaru (Bucharest: Univers 1997).
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