Dana Mihăilescu

Contact details

Institutional address: Center of American Studies / School of Foreign Languages and Literatures / University of Bucharest 7-13, Pitar Mos street, Bucharest, Sector 1, Romania  

Emails: dmihailes@yahoo.com; dana.mihailescu@american-studies.ro
Work Experience

• February 2008 – present: teaching assistant, University of Bucharest, School of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Department of English - American Studies

• October 2004 – present: research assistant, University of Bucharest, School of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Department of English - American Studies

• September 2006 – June 2007: Executive director of “Ariel” Language Center, School of Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Bucharest

• February 2004 – February 2008: teaching assistant, "Dimitrie Cantemir" Christian University, School of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Department of English

• Seminars and courses taught: seminars in 19th and 20th century American literature, American civilization; Practical courses of English
• July 12 – July 20, 2006 and July 16 - July 23, 2005: Interpreter – Summer schools organized by “Le Centre International de Formation Européenne / Institut Européen des Hautes Etudes Internationales”, Nice, France and held at "Dimitrie Cantemir" Christian University, Bucharest (2006 theme: “Perspectives de l’entrée de la Roumanie dans l”Union Européenne”; 2005 theme: « La Nouvelle Europe Elargie: perspectives et premiers résultats »)

Education

2004-present

• PhD candidate in Philology (expected 2009), University of Bucharest (PhD dissertation: The Contingency of Double Identity. The Eastern-European in the Early 20th Century Jewish-American Prose Narratives)

2003-2004

• MA in American Studies, School of Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Bucharest, 2004 (MA dissertation: Ethnic Identity Dilemmas. The Jewish Immigrant Margin Vs. American Mainstream Impositions)

1999-2003

• BA in English major / French minor, School of Letters, University of Craiova, 2003 (BA dissertation: The Levels of Silence in Faulkner's The Sound and the Fury)

Diplomas

• November 24th,2007: TOEFL ibt Score: 119 (out of 120)

• December 2001, Bucharest: Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency in English, Grade A  

Scholarships and Fellowships

• October 2002 - February 2003, "Charles de Gaulle - Lille 3" University, Lille, France: study grant within the Socrates European Commission Exchange Programme. Areas of study: English and French. 

• Raphael Patai Fellow at the Conference “Modern Jewish Culture: Unities and Diversities,” June 24-26, 2008, Wroclaw, Poland.

• August 2008 – June 2009 – Fulbright Junior Visiting Researcher, American Studies Department, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, Brandeis University 

Research Grants

• September 2007 – Present: Assistant Researcher in the project “Romanian Cultural Space in Transatlantic Perspective. From Post-Communism to Post-Accession”, project director: Prof. Rodica Mihaila, PhD; project funded by the National University Research Council of Romania (NURC) 

• September 2007 – Present: Assistant Researcher in the project “Cultures of Diasporas: The Margin and the Mainstream in Jewish-Romanian and Jewish-American Literatures”, Project director: Assoc. Prof. Mihai Mindra, PhD; project funded by the National University Research Council of Romania (NURC)

Publications

• “Jewish Men and the Early Twentieth-Century American Code of Masculinity through Ethnic Lenses”. Atenea 28.1 (June 2008). 87-102. 

• “Jewish Stereotypes in Critical Focus: From Christian Archetypes to Representation Practices”. Australian Journal of Jewish Studies. XXI (2007): 201-222.

• “Jewish Stereotypes between Shtetl Culture and Mythic America: The Birth of Contingent Jewish Identity in Anzia Yezierska’s Prose”. University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies. IX.1 (2007). Bucharest: Editura Universitatii din Bucuresti, 2008. 122-128.

• “East-European Traditions in Early 20th Century Jewish-American Fiction: The Case of Tsdokeh in Anzia Yezierska”, Hermeneutique et bricolage: territoires et frontieres de la tradition dans le judaisme. Actes du colloque de Bucarest, 27-28 Octobre 2006, Bern: Peter Lang, 2008. 241-254.

• “Shifting Pillars of the Jewish Community from the Old to the New World. The Case of Early 20th Century Jewish-American Writings”. Old/New Worlds. Spaces of Transition. Rodica Mihaila and Irina Pana. Bucharest: Univers Enciclopedic, 2007. 

• “Jewish-American Rewriting of the Rags-to-Riches Myth: The Case of Abraham Cahan and Anzia Yezierska”, Conference on British and American Studies. Ed. Marinela Burada. Brasov: Editura Universitatii Brasov, 2006. 143-150. 

• “Early 20th Century Polemics over Ethnicity. The American Taste for Assimilation and Eastern-European Jews”. University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies VII. 4 (June 2005): 107-115.

• “From Duality to Doubleness: Assimilation and the Jewish-American in Mary Antin’s Writings”. Conference on British and American Studies. Ed. Marinela Burada. Brasov: Editura Universitatii Brasov, 2005. 269-278. 

• “American Identity – A Lesson in Multi-Ethnicity”. Analele Universitatii Crestine “Dimitrie Cantemir” 4 (2005) : 65-72.

• “Dilemmas of Jewish-American Identity Formation in Anzia Yezierska’s Encounter with the Limits. A Bridge to Otherness”, to be published in the proceedings of the English Department Conference Mapping the Future, March  2005, "Al. I. Cuza" University, Iasi.

Conferences

• ‘“Kilroy Was Here”: Identity-in-the-Making in Thomas Pynchon’s V.’, paper presented at the International Conference of the English Department The Secret and the Known, University of Bucharest, June 2004

• “Early 20th Century Eastern-European American-Jews and the Struggle between Nationalism and Ethnicity. Comparative Outlook on the Life Stories of M. E. Ravage and Michael Gold”,  paper presented at the MESEA Conference Ethnic Life Writing and Histories, University of Navarra, Pamplona, May 2006

• “East-European Traditions in Early 20th Century Jewish-American Fiction: The Case of Tsdokeh in Anzia Yezierska”, paper presented at the International Colloque organized by Sergiu Al-George Institute of Oriental Studies Hermeneutique et bricolage: territoires et frontieres de la tradition dans le judaisme, University of Bucharest 27-28 October 2006, in press (Peter Lang Publishing House)   

• Presentation of PhD project structure, “The Contingency of Double Identity. The East European in Early 20th Century Jewish American Prose Narratives” at the Heidelberg Spring Academy, Heidelberg, 16-20 April 2007 

• “Jewish Stereotypes between Shtetl Culture and Mythic America: The Birth of the Contingent Jewish Identity in Anzia Yezierska’s Prose”, paper presented at the International Conference of the English Department, University of Bucharest,  May 31 – June 2, 2007

• “Performing the Gendered Self. The Stakes of Affect in Miriam Katin’s We Are On Our Own”, paper presented at the Paris Graduate Conference in American Studies, EHESS, April 18-20, 2008 

• “Lower East Side Fiction and the Displacement of Unified Jewishness”, paper presented at the EAAS Conference E Pluribus Unum, Oslo, May 8 – 13, 2008

• “Jewishness: A Lens towards Postcommunist Romania and Democratic America in Norman  Manea’s Memoir”, paper presented at the RAAS Fulbright Conference The Sense of America.Histories into Text, Bucharest, May 22-24 2008. In press.

Translations

• Co-translator of The Encyclopedia of Bucharest's Places of Worship (Bucharest: Universalia, 2006)

Summer schools

August 25th – September 5th 2006 Budapest: “The European Union and the New Transatlantic Challenges”. Organizers: L’Institut Europeen d’Hautes Etudes Internationales, Nice and Hungarian New Atlantic Initiative

Affiliations

RAAS (Romanian Association of American Studies) [I am the postgraduate representative of Romania in the European Association of American Studies]

ESSE (European Society for the Study of English)  

MESEA (Multiethnic Society of Europe and the Americas) [2006]

NEMLA (Northeast Modern Language Association) [2008-2009]
