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Name: Oltean (nee Pană)
First names: Roxana Elena

Date and Place Of Birth: 14.07.1976, Bucharest.

Postal Address, e-mail: Str. Ştirbei Vodă 154, bl. 26A, ap. 21, sector 1, 

Bucharest 010121

Romania

e-mail: roxana.oltean@txmail.ro
Current Occupation: 
Assistant Professor, English Department, Faculty of Foreign Languages, The University of Bucharest.

Professional Affiliation: 
Member of the Romanian Association for American Studies, affiliated with the European Association for American Studies

Member of the Center of Excellence for the Study of Cultural Identity (director: Prof. Dr. Mihaela Irimia)

Degrees Held: 
Ph.D. in Philology, The University of Bucharest, February 2004. Ph.D. thesis: “Spaces of Utopia in the Writings of Henry James.”

Master of Arts in American Studies, Faculty of Foreign Languages, The University of Bucharest (September 1999). Dissertation title: “Phantasies of Emigration. The American Imaginary and Totalitarian Pasts.”

Bachelor of Arts in Foreign Languages (Philology) (June 1998), Double Major in English literature and language, French literature and language. Graduation paper in American literature and culture: “‘The Assault of Images.’ Henry James and the Fictions of Space.”

Scholarships for Research, Summer Schools and Seminars:
Institute of International Education, New York: fully-funded participant in Fulbright Foreign Student Program, New York Seminar, sponsored by the United States Department of State (7th-10th March 2002).

Budapest, Central European University, Gender and Culture Department, Higher Education Support Program: fully-funded participant in The Fifth Regional Seminar on Gender and Culture (2001-2002): “Conflict over the “Woman Question”: A Global-Local Perspective on Central and Eastern Europe in the 20th Century”. (December 2001-November 2002).  

Fulbright Commission, Bucharest and Institute of International Education, New York: Junior Fulbright Research Fellowship, Pennsylvania State University, PA, U.S.A. (September 2001-July 2002). 

Budapest, Soros Foundation and the Central European University: 6 month research scholarship under the Doctoral Support Program, Gender and Culture Department, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary (25 January 2001-25 July 2001).

Bucharest, Soros Foundation: Tescani Summer School on “Modernity and its Crises,” coordinated by H.-R. Patapievici and Cristian Preda (15-31 August 1998).

Teaching Activity:
Teaching activity – since October 1998, on basis of contract of collaboration, and currently as Assistant Professor at the English Department, Faculty of Foreign Languages, The University of Bucharest:

Courses in American literature and culture, early to 19th century;

Course in Introduction to American Studies;

Course on Utopia in American culture;

American literature and culture seminars, 19th century; 

English language course. 

Academic coordination for Diploma papers in the areas of American literature and culture.

Guest lecturer in the Ph.D. programme, The Faculty of Foreign Languages, The University of Bucharest, “Imaginary Geographies and the Space of Alterity. Anglo-American Representations of Eastern Europe” (April 2007).

Research Activity:
The main professional research and publication areas are American literature and culture, in particular transatlantic perspectives and utopian models; representations of Romania from transatlantic perspectives; contemporary cultural criticism; translations. 

Research in the field of American Studies:

Ph.D. thesis: “Spaces of Utopia in the Writings of Henry James” (defended February 2004, published 2005). 

M.A. dissertation: “Phantasies of Emigration. The American Imaginary and Totalitarian Pasts” (defended September 1999). 

B.A. thesis: “‘The Assault of Images’: Henry James and the Fictions of Space” (defended June 1998). 

English Department, Pennsylvania State University, Pennsylvania, research project carried out within the Fulbright Program: “Versions of Utopia. American Cultural Models in the Writings of Henry James” (September 2001-July 2002).  
Gender and Culture Department, Central European University, Budapest, research project within the Doctoral Support Program:  “(Dis)location and Femininity – Codes of Representation in Henry James’s Writing” (January-July 2001).

Articles and conference papers on American culture with an emphasis on transatlantic and post-colonial perspectives and on utopian constructions.

In progress: 

Book: “Thou born America.” Essays in Nineteenth Century Literary Culture
Reviews on volumes of criticism and on literature in foreign languages and in translation, promoting recent European and American critical approaches on the Romanian cultural scene.

Research within the framework of the project “Homogeneity, Diversity, Identity. European Space and Integration”, the Center of Excellence for the Study of Cultural Identity, The University of Bucharest (project funded by the administrative body of the Romanian Ministry of Education).

A correlated area of study is the contemporary critical approach to Romanian culture and/or images of Romania: 
Research within the framework of the project “Romanian Cultural Space in Transatlantic Perspective. From Post-Communism to Post-Accession”, the Center for American Studies, The University of Bucharest (project funded by the administrative body of the Romanian Ministry of Education). 
In Progress: book project on Romanian imagological projections, with Romania as both object and subject of interpretation.

Editorial and Correlative Professional Activities

Member of the Editorial Committee, European Journal of American Studies, refereed journal

 (http://ejas.revues.org.)
Editor (since 2004) and previously assistant editor (1999-2003) of refereed journal The University of Bucharest Review. 

Copy-editor (1999-present) of The University of Bucharest Review. 

Copy-editor (since 2003) of the biannual volume of papers published under the aegesis of the Romanian Association for American Studies. 

Part of the organizational and planning committee for the biennial conferences organized by the Romanian Association for American Studies and the Fulbright Commission, Bucharest.

Conferences and Seminars

The University of Bucharest. ““My Europe,” “My America.” Henry James’s Global Ethics.” Annual conference of the English Department, “Alterity and Identity: Geographies of the Mind” (31st May-2nd of June 2007).

Bucharest, American Cultural Centre. “‘The American Mind Thrilled and Dazzled.’ New World Spaces and the Transatlantic Imaginary.” Keynote address. Annual students’ conference, “1607-2007. Four Hundred Years of Old World-New World Exchanges” (29th of March 2007).

Bucharest, The Romanian Fulbright Alumni Association, “Themes of America.” Roundtable discussion on “What is America?” (21st of March 2007).
 “Ovidius” University, Constanţa. “Utopian Dimensions of Orientalist Discourse.” Conference on “Balkan Cultural Identities” (14th-16th of October 2004).

The University of Bucharest: “‘The Harmless Pleasure of Knowing.’ Henry James’s Innocents.” Annual conference of the English Department, “The Secret and the Known” (3rd-5th of June 2004).

American Cultural Center, Bucharest: Participation in American Studies Workshop on “The Dissemination of American Studies in Romania” (12th of June 2004).

Conference organized by the Romanian-U.S. Fulbright Commission and The Romanian Association for American Studies (RAAS), Bucharest: “‘Old Rigours of Separation.’ Henry James’s Globalization.” Conference on “Our America: People, Places, Times” (5th-6th of February 2004).

Gender and Culture Department, Central European University, Budapest: participant in the four workshops organized within the framework of The Fifth Regional Seminar on Gender and Culture (2001-2002) held 7th-9th December 2001, 22nd-24th March 2002, 21st-23rd June 2002, 8th-10th November 2002.

Institute of International Education, New York: participant in Fulbright Foreign Student Program, “American Values and Identity in a Time of National Trial: Civil Liberties, Tolerance, Engaged Citizenship” (7th-10th March 2002).

Gender and Culture Department, Central European University, Budapest: “’We’re practically Oriental’. Colonial Bodies and the Remembrance of Eastern Europe.” The Fifth Regional Seminar on Gender and Culture (2001-2002), Workshop on Engendering the Body in Eastern European Contexts (22nd-24th March 2002).

Conference organized by the Romanian-U.S. Fulbright Commission and The Romanian Association for American Studies (RAAS), Bucharest: “’Listen to Me’. American Dreams and Romanian Memoirs in Pentru Popescu’s The Return.” Conference on “America in/from Romania” (31st January-1st February 2002).

Mona Bismarck Foundation, Paris: “‘I Longed for a New World.’ Colonial Hysteria, The American and Henry James’ Paris.” Conference on “Americans in Paris. Paris in Americans” (23rd-25th of July, 2001). 

Sabanci University, Istanbul: “‘Ubucharest.’ Memories of the Totalitarian past in Romanian Exile Narratives.” Workshop on “Texts/Images of History: Representations of the Past in South-East Europe” (1st-4th July 2001).

The University of Bucharest: “‘A Question of Imperium.’ Colonial Natures in Henry James’ The Golden Bowl.” Annual conference of the English Department, “Fictions of Nature” (4th-6th of June 2001).

The University of Bucharest: “‘Our Mutual Country.’ Translations of Home in Matei Călinescu, Ioan Vianu and Andrei Codrescu.” Annual conference of the English Department, “Translation as Quest” (2nd-4th of June 2000).

Conference organized by the Romanian-U.S. Fulbright Comission and The Romanian Association for American Studies (RAAS): “’The Other Half of the World’. Updike’s American and Eastern European Fictions.” Conference on “The Romanian-American Dialogue: Theory and Practice” (10th-11th of February 2000).

The University of Bucharest: “The Pastness of the Place. European Reiterations in Henry James.” Annual conference of the English Department, “Rewriting the Past” (4th-5th of June 1999).

Tescani summer school Romania. “Extazul imaginii: jocuri de putere în postmodernism şi baroc”/ “The Ecstasy of the Image: Power Games in Postmodernism and the Baroque” (15th –31st of August 1998).

The University of Bucharest: “Lovers of the Picturesque: Sentimental Tourism in Henry James.” Annual conference of the English Department, “Cultural Alternatives” (5th of June 1998).

List of Publications 
Books:

Spaces of Utopia in the Writings of Henry James. Bucharest: The University of Bucharest Press, 2005.

Eternal America. Henry James and the Globalizing Imagination. Bucharest: The University of Bucharest Press, 2007.

Essays and Reviews:

“Formele visului oglindit în ‘Călin (file de poveste)’”/”Dream versions in ‘Călin: file de poveste’.” Rostirea românească 1-2-3 (January-February-March 1998): 119-124.

“Critica mitic-arhetipală sub semnul reimaginării”/ “Reimagining Myth- and Archetypal- Criticism.” Book Review. Luceafărul 13 (8 April 1998).

“Eminescu şi măştile basmului”/ “Eminescu and the Masks of Fairytale.” Luceafărul 24 (24 June 1998).

“Non-complexul Brâncuşi”/ “The Brâncuşi non-complex.” Book Review. Luceafărul 37 (21 October 1998).

“Tim Parks: euroarhitectura personajului contemporan”/ “Tim Parks: a Euroarchitecture of the Contemporary Character.” Book Review. Luceafărul 40 (1 November 1998).

“Sylvie Germain şi numele trandafirilor”/ “Sylvie Germain and the Names of the Rose.” Book Review. Luceafărul 42 (25 November 1998).

“Feţele utopiei – O gură de aer de George Orwell”/ “Faces of Utopia - Coming up for Air by George Orwell.” Book Review. Luceafărul 47 (30 December 1998).

“Lecturi îmbucătăţite: Emily Bronte şi scenariul lacanian”/ “Lectures morcelées. Emily Bronte and the Lacanian Scenario.” Rostirea românească 7-8-9 (July-August-September 1998): 153-158.

“Turistul-semiotician şi crizele imaginii”/ “The Semiotician-tourist and Crises of the Image.” Hyperion 1 (1999): 64-66. 

“Dimitrie Cantemir şi testul lecturii moderne”/ “Dimitrie Cantemir and the Test of Modern Reading.” Book Review. Luceafărul 23 (16 June 1999).

“The Note of Europe. Henry James and Fictions of Hybridity in The Portrait of a Lady.” L’Hybridité. Ed. Evelyne Hanquart-Turner. Ivry-Sur-Seine: Editions A3, 2001. 23-44.  

“America lui Updike şi ‘cealaltă jumătate a lumii’. Identităti fictive./ “Updike’s America and the ‘other half of the world’. Fictive Identities.” Secolul XX “America” 7-8-9 (1999): 171-179. 

“America, Phantasies of Emigration: Matei Călinescu, Ion Vianu, Andrei Codrescu.” The University of Bucharest Review vol. I no. 3 (1999): 18-29.
“Positions of Femininity. Masquerades and Borders in Kate Chopin and Zora Neale Hurston.” Analele Universităţii Bucureşti. XLVIII (1999): 15-22.

“O meditaţie pentru zilele noastre”/ “A Meditation for our Times.” Book Review. România literară 8 (1st-7th of March 2000). 

“Vârsta şi scriitura inocenţei”/ “The Age and Writing of Innocence.” Book Review. România literară 21 (31st of May- 6th of June 2000).
““The Oher Half of the World” in Updike's “The Bulgarian Poetess”.” Transatlantic Connections. Essays in Cultural Relocation. Eds. Rodica Mihăilă and Irina Grigorescu Pană. Bucureşti: Integral, 2000. 163-169.
“‘Ithaca is a Language.’ Versions of Translation and Return in Matei Călinescu, Ion Vianu and Andrei Codrescu.” The University of Bucharest Review vol. II no. 7 (2000): 4-11.

“’The Extravagant Curve of the Globe.’ Refractions of Europe in “An International Episode” and The Ambassadors.” The Henry James Review vol. 22, no. 2 (Spring 2001): 180-199.

“The ‘Flagrant Foreigner.’ Henry James’s American Natures.” The University of Bucharest Review vol. III no. 11 (2001): 56-64. 

“ ‘Listen To me.’ American Dreams and Romanian Memoirs in Petru Popescu’s The Return.” Revista Româno-Americană no. V (July 2002): 84-91.

“‘Ingenuous Young America.’ New World Bodyscapes in Daisy Miller.” The University of Bucharest Review vol. IV, no. 3-4, 2002.65-74.

“‘Ubucharest.’ Totalitarian Past and American Perspective in Romanian Exile Narratives.” America in/from Romania. Eds. Rodica Mihăilă and Irina Grigorescu Pană. Bucharest: Univers Enciclopedic, 2003. 285-297.

“‘I Longed for a New World.’ Colonial Hysteria, The American, and Henry James’s Paris”. The Henry James Review. Special Issue: Global James vol. 24, no. 3 (Fall 2003): 269-280.   

 “Henry James’s Cultural Allegories.” Revista Româno-Americană no. VII-VIII (Decembrie 2003): 19-25.
“Globalization and Henry James’s Visionary Modernity.” Our America. People, Places, Times. Eds. Rodica Mihăilă and Irina Grigorescu Pană. Bucureşti: Univers Enciclopedic, 2005. 436-446.
 “‘Oriental Town in the Plain.’ Ana Blandiana’s Totalitarian ‘Other’” Women's Voices in Postcommunist Eastern Europe. Eds. Maria-Sabina Draga-Alexandru, Mădălina Nicolaescu and Helen Smith. Bucharest: Editura Universităţii din Bucureşti, 2005. 37-52.  

““Serendipitous souvenirs.” Utopian Dimensions of the Balkan Encounter.” Balkan Cultural Identities. Eds. Adina Ciugureanu, Mihaela Irimia, Eduard Vlad. Constanta: Ovidius University Press, 2006. 111-121.

““We’re Practically Oriental.” Colonial Bodies and the Remembrance of Eastern Europe.” New/Old Worlds: Spaces of Transition. A Collection of Essays. Eds. Rodica Mihaila and Irina Grigorescu Pana.Bucharest: Univers Enciclopedic, 2007. 547-567.

Translations:

Patrick White. Voss. Presentation and Translation of selected fragments. Rostirea românească 4-5-6 (April-May-June 1998): 141-49.

Jonathan Culler. “Semiotica turismului”/ “The Semiotics of Tourism.” Translation of selected fragments. Hyperion 1 (1999): 61-63.

Benedict Anderson. Comunităţi imaginate. Reflecţii asupra originii şi răspândirii naţionalismului./ Imagined Communities. Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism. Trans. Roxana Oltean and Ioana Potrache. Bucureşti: Integral, 2000. 200 pgs.
